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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. MILLER of Michigan).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 19, 2006.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CANDICE S.
MILLER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

Monsignor Robert Sheeran, Presi-
dent, Seton Hall University, South Or-
ange, NJ, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, bless America, our land
and our people. Bless America, among
the greatest of all human endeavors.

Lord God, make America worthy of
the dreams of our Founders. Worthy of
the sacrifices of those who have gone
before us and who have given their
lives for us. Make America worthy of
the calling and leadership that You
place on our shoulders in this our gen-
eration.

Let wisdom, goodness and generosity
grow and take deeper root in our peo-
ple and in this chosen body of rep-
resentatives.

This day, Lord, You have given to us
as our day. These hours before us are
ours, set before us to do good as You
show us the good, and to avoid evil as
You show us the way.

May our work, in some small way, be
part of Your work, never in vain and
always to the glory of Your Holy
Name. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. JINDAL)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. JINDAL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 5117. An act to exempt persons with
disabilities from the prohibition against pro-
viding section 8 rental assistance to college
students.

——
WELCOMING MONSIGNOR ROBERT
SHEERAN
(Mr. FERGUSON asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FERGUSON. Madam Speaker, I
would like to welcome Monsignor Rob-
ert Sheeran to the House floor and
thank him for taking time to be our
guest chaplain today. Monsignor
Sheeran is joining us in part because
Seton Hall University is celebrating its
sesquicentennial this year. The cele-
bration started last year on October 1,
and for the past year Seton Hall Uni-
versity in South Orange, NJ, where
Seton Hall is located, has been cele-
brating its 150th anniversary.

New Jersey’s largest Catholic univer-
sity was founded in 1856 by Bishop

James Roosevelt Bayley and named
after the first American-born saint,
Mother Elizabeth Ann Seton. Seton
Hall is the oldest diocesan university
in the United States.

Monsignor Sheeran has a long his-
tory with Seton Hall University, re-
ceiving his bachelor’s degree in clas-
sical languages, and, finding his way
back to his alma mater in 1980, he
served as rector of Saint Andrew’s Col-
lege Seminary. He was then appointed
assistant provost of the university in
1987 and promoted to associate provost
in 1991.

After another short leave, he re-
turned to Seton Hall to hold the posi-
tion of executive vice chancellor in
1993, and 2 years later he was appointed
to be president of Seton Hall Univer-
sity, and is still serving as president
today.

I am honored to welcome Monsignor
Robert Sheeran to the United States
House of Representatives. On behalf of
the whole House, I congratulate him on
Seton Hall’s milestone.

———

WELCOMING MONSIGNOR ROBERT
SHEERAN

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, it gives
me great pleasure to welcome to the
United States House of Representatives
today’s guest chaplain, Monsignor Rob-
ert Sheeran, a friend and an innovative
leader who serves as the 19th president
of my alma mater, Seton Hall Univer-
sity, which happens to reside in my
10th Congressional District of New Jer-
sey.

After studying at Seton Hall as an
undergraduate, Monsignor returned to
the university in 1980 to serve as rector
of St. Andrew’s College Seminary. In
1987, Monsignor Sheeran was appointed
assistant provost of the university.
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Under his leadership, the school saw a
marked decrease in undergraduate at-
trition.

After completing Harvard TUniver-
sity’s management development pro-
gram in 1989 and being promoted to the
assistant provost in 1991, he was se-
lected as a fellow of the American
Council on Education. Upon his return
to Seton Hall, he was appointed execu-
tive vice chancellor, a post he held
until his appointment as president 2
years later.

Under Monsignor Sheeran’s leader-
ship, Seton Hall has moved forward
technologically, with the distinction of
being named one of the most connected
college campuses in the United States
by Forbes magazine. Under construc-
tion is a new science and technology
center which will help train graduates
to compete in the workforce of the fu-
ture.

In addition, the White House School
of Diplomacy and International Rela-
tions has formed an innovative part-
nership with the United Nations, which
is of special interest to me as a mem-
ber of the House International Rela-
tions Committee and one of the two
congressional delegates to the United
Nations serving in the House.

I hope that Seton Hall will play a
constructive role in confronting the
many foreign policy challenges our Na-
tion faces. I know my colleagues join
with me in welcoming Monsignor
Sheeran and thanking him for his de-
voted service throughout his life.

————

REDUCING EXPOSURE TO
SECONDHAND SMOKE

(Mr. MURPHY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MURPHY. Madam Speaker, while
this week we are discussing ways to
treat disease with stem cells, let us not
overlook what we should also be doing
to prevent disease.

Each year nearly 50,000 adult non-
smokers die from lung cancer or heart
disease from secondhand smoke. A re-
cent U.S. Surgeon General report found
60 percent of nonsmokers, about 126
million people, have biologic evidence
of nicotine, carbon monoxide and to-
bacco-specific carcinogens in their sys-
tems from secondhand smoke.

In adults, secondhand smoke can in-
crease the risk of developing lung can-
cer and heart disease by up to 30 per-
cent. And in children secondhand
smoke leads to premature birth, asth-
ma, respiratory illness and ear infec-
tions.

Encouraging smoke-free workplaces
will help to reduce $10 billion in annual
medical costs. Offering deductions in
health insurance, and smoking-ces-
sation treatment are just a couple of
ways that the Federal Government and
employers can cut health care costs.

To learn more about ways to save
lives and money in health care, I urge
my colleagues to visit my Web site at
murphy.house.gov.
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THIS IS THE TIME FOR PEACE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, the
Book of Ecclesiastes says there is a
time for war and a time for peace. This
is the time for peace.

Now is the time to stop the disinte-
gration into a worldwide conflict. Now
is the time to show the world that the
United States is strong enough to be a
leader in peace, not war. Now is the
time to call for an immediate cessation
of violence in the Middle East. Now is
the time to commit the United States
diplomats to multiparty negotiations
with no preconditions. Now is the time
to reaffirm our support for Israel by
showing leadership and diplomacy.

Unilateralism breeds unilateralism.
And then the awful dialectic of conflict
moves as a force beyond our control
and takes its deadly toll. One hundred
civilians a day are being killed in Iraq.
Things are spinning out of control. The
war on terror has become a war of er-
rors. We must bring a halt to this
march of folly.

Communication is the controlling
factor. Diplomacy is the controlling
factor.

There is a time for war and a time for
peace. This is the time for peace.

——————

ISRAELI COWBOYS V. HEZBOLLAH
OUTLAWS

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, what is
playing out in southern Lebanon is
analogous to the days of yesteryear in
the Old West. It is the cowboys versus
the outlaws.

There is a basic human right to self-
defense. There is a basic right to shoot
back when shot at. You don’t have to
duck, run or hide. And there is a fur-
ther right to keep on shooting back
until the bad guys stop shooting.

This is taking place in the gunfight
with Hezbollah outlaws and Israeli
cowboys, just like the Old West.

Hezbollah, a fancy name for a gang of
terrorists, are kidnappers and killers,
and they are hiding out in the hills of
southern Lebanon. They are a state
within a state. They are spreading ter-
ror. That’s what terrorists do. They
started shooting at Israeli citizens,
kids and soldiers, and they won’t stop
no matter what we do. The outlaws
have fired 1,100 rounds, and they will
shoot thousands more because they
preach death to Israel.

So, Madam Speaker, what’s a cowboy
to do? Well, shoot back and keep on
shooting until the Hezbollah gang
stops, gives up, or is rounded up and
locked up.

It is a basic human right to defend
yourself and take out the outlaws. And
that’s just the way it is.
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REJECT OMAN FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT

(Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise today in
opposition to the Oman Free Trade
Agreement. This deal is an expansion
of a failed trade model that does not
guarantee even the most basic labor
standards, and it is simply unaccept-
able.

We are talking about an agreement
with a country that our own State De-
partment says does not meet the min-
imum requirements for trafficking peo-
ple into forced labor. Even more shock-
ing, labor unions don’t even exist in
Oman. Instead, workers are supposed
to be represented by committees that
actually are run by management.

In fact, Oman has only fixed one out
of 10 areas where they are not compli-
ant with the ILO. This is unacceptable.

We cannot preach about spreading
freedom and opportunity around the
world while ignoring the lack of labor
and human rights standards in our
trade bills. I urge my colleagues to re-
ject the Oman Free Trade Agreement.

———

VENEZUELA AND OUR ENERGY
SECURITY

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker,
today more than ever our energy sup-
ply is a matter of national security.
Venezuela is our fourth largest supplier
of crude oil, but since the Castro ally
Hugo Chavez came to power, produc-
tion has dropped sharply. As Chavez
purchases Russian arms and assembles
a regional anti-American coalition,
many predict that decline will con-
tinue.

According to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, a GAO study found that a 6-month
disruption in Venezuelan output would
increase oil prices by $11 a barrel, cost-
ing our economy about $23 billion.
Rather than respond to such a crisis
after it arises, we should take the ini-
tiative to encourage exploration here
at home, diversify our energy supplies
by promoting alternatives, including
nuclear power.

Finally, since the lack of freedom
and democracy is synonymous with in-
stability, we should consider the pro-
motion of these values in Venezuela
not only a moral imperative, but in our
national interest as well.

———————

VOTE “NO” ON OMAN FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT

(Mr. MICHAUD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, if
we are really serious about national se-
curity, especially given the bipartisan
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